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CONPIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 11237 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, IN 

SUBJECT: DINNER ACCEPTANCE BY MRS. GANDHI 

AMBASSADOR INVITED PM GANDHI TO SMALL DINNER PARTY POR CONG 
CEDERBERG AUGUST 24 AND, WE CONPESS TO OUR SURPRISE, SHE HAS AC- 
CEPTED. TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, THIS IS PIRST TIME MRS. GANDHI HAS AC- 
CEPTED SUCH AN INVITATION TO ROOSEVELT HOUSE IN LAST SIX YEARS 
AND OUR IMPRESSION IS THAT IT MAY BE THE ONLY TIME SHE HAS AC- 
CEPTED A DINNER INVITATION TO SUCH A SMALL PRIVATE PUNCTION IN 
ANY EMBASSY IN RECENT YEARS (ALTHOUGH SHE HAS, OF COURSE, AT- 
TENDED LARGE OPFICIAL PUNCTIONS POR VISITING HEADS OP GOVERNMENT 
AND STATE). WE DO NOT HAVE ANY EXPECTATION THAT THE DINNER WILL 
PRODUCE MUCH SUBSTANTIVE COMMENT BY THE PM, BUT WE CANNOT HELP 
BUT BE STRUCK BY THE SYMBOLIC IMPACT. WE DO NOT OURSELVES PLAN 
ANY PUBLICITY ABOUT THE DINNER, AND INDEED, ARE TAKING CARE TO 
AVOID ANY. THE PM'S DAILY SCHEDULE, HOWEVER, IS AVAILABLE TO A 
SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER OP PEOPLE AT HIGH LEVELS OP THE GOI AND THEY 
WILL NOTE HER ATTENDANCE WE ARE SURE. 
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